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Baker, Professor of Dramatic Literature at Harvard 
University, expressed his confidence that the silent 
drama will eventually achieve the status of real. art. 
"The drama must come straight from the hearts of 
the people. Europe considers the drama as a fine art. 
Our young people are not related to this art by 
American education. Dramatic Art consists not only 
in writing plays, but in producing them." 

R. J. Atkinsin, of the Athletic Research department 
of the Russell Sage Foundation, claimed that a large 
number of the delinquents in penal institutions are 
there because of a yellow streak. "They break laws 
because they are quitters, and cannot stand the gaflf, 
and their emotions run away from them." 

These are just a few of the many splendid thoughts 
and expressions brought out at the National Recre- 
ational Congress, which met in its ninth annual ses- 
sion in Atlantic City, New Jersey, October ninth to 
twelfth. The Congress was under the leadership of 
the Playground and Recreation Association of 
America, and Community Service, Incorporated. This 
was the first conference of the national recreational 
body since the war. More than six hundred delegates 
were in attendance. There were representatives from 
most of the states, and a number from Canada and 
foreign countries. The delegates were officials of the 
two sponsoring organizations, volunteer agencies, edu- 
cational leaders, heads of industrial organizations, and 
many individuals interested in play and recreation. 

The program was well planned and excellently car- 
ried out. The delegates were given four days of full 
opportunity to know what the other fellow was doing, 
and receive unbounded inspiration and interest in the 
work. There was a general meeting for the first hour 
in the morning. This was followed by committee and 
sectional meetings, lasting an hour. Then a general 
session would end the morning program. In the 
afternoon the session would be opened with a gen- 
eral gathering, and then sectional meetings would fol- 
low. The latter part of the afternoon was devoted to 
visiting exhibits, holding individual conferences, and 
seeing motion pictures of recreational activities. 
There was a general session each night, followed by 
play periods of games, folk-dances, story plays, and 
social dancing. 

Some of the country's leading recreation wcfrkers 
were on the program. Joseph Lee, president of the 
Congress and president of the Playground and Rec- 
reation Association of America, and Community 
Service, Inc., delivered the opening address. Com- 
munity singing was led by Professor P. W. Dykema, 
University of Wisconsin. Demonstrations of games, 
folk-dancing, and story plays were led by Miss Eliza- 
beth Burchenal, play expert. Community Music was 



the subject of Archibald T. Davison, of Harvard Uni- 
versity. Arthur Pound spoke about his Iron Man, 
and E. C. Lindeman addressed the congress on the 
New Psychology of Play. Martin G. Brumbaugh, 
former governor of Pennsylvania, delivered a splen- 
did speech on Physical Fitness. Mrs. Milton P. Hig- 
gins, president of the National Congress of Mothers 
and Parent-Teacher Associations, spoke on Play, the 
Parent and the Home. Community Drama was the 
subject of George P. Baker, of Harvard University. 
John H. Finley, associate editor of the New York 
Times, spoke on the Wisdom of Leisure, and Lorado 
Taft, the noted sculptor, addressed the congress on 
Beauty in the Home Town. 

There were representatives from all the large city 
playgrounds, and from every type of play and recre- 
ational activity; these delegates took part in the sec- 
tional meetings. In all, it was a splendid opportunity 
to become acquainted with the field, to know what the 
other fellow is doing, and to become filled with new 
ideas. It was a fine congress. The speakers were 
well chosen. Their messages were fully received. 
The delegates were awake to their opportunities. The 
spirit of every occasion was inspirational and the ma- 
jority of the sectional meeting talks were profitable. 
It is to be hoped that every delegate will carry back 
to his or her community the fundamentals laid down 
by the congress, and work out in a practical way the 
many ideas received. 



N. C DEBATE QUERY 

ANNOUNCEMENT has just been made that the 
query to be discussed this year by the schools 
having membership in the High School Debating 
Union of North Carolina is : Resolved, That Congress 
should provide for enforcement of the decisions of 
the Railroad Labor Board. 

It is expected that the discussion of this important 
public question in the triangular debates next spring 
will be most interesting. 

All schools of secondary nature in the State are in- 
vited to take part in the debates. School officials who 
are interested should write E. R. Rankin, 'secretary, 
at Chapel Hill, in regard to enrolling their schools. A 
75 page handbook of material on the query will be 
ready for distribution by December 15. 

The Aycock Memorial Cup, the beautiful trophy 
provided by the Carolina inter-collegiate debaters, for 
the school finally winning out in the state-wide con- 
test, has been won in the past by the following high 
schools : Pleasant Garden, Winston-Salem, Wilson 
twice, Graham, Waynesville, Durham three times, and 
Asheville. — E. R. Rankin. 



